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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the
dedicated employees at the Center for
Domestic Preparedness in Anniston,
Alabama. This Friday, they will grad-
uate their 500,000th trainee through the
first responder training program.

As many of us here know, the CDP is
a valuable training facility operated by
the Department of Homeland Security.
This facility is one of a kind in its mis-
sion as the only weapons of mass de-
struction training facility that pro-
vides hands-on training to civilian
emergency responders, which includes
the use of live agent training.

This graduation ceremony is a tre-
mendous feat that we should all be
proud of, not only because of this im-
portant milestone, but also for the
unique and cutting-edge training that
the CDP continues to provide to our
Nation’s first responders to this day.

To all the proud employees at the
CDP in east Alabama and on behalf of
all of us, congratulations.

————

A TRIBUTE TO RAY CLIFTON

(Mr. SALAZAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to take a moment today to pay
tribute to my very good friend Ray
Clifton. Ray is the executive director
of the Colorado Rural Electric Associa-
tion, a position he has held since 1986.
However, he will soon be retiring.

Ray is a graduate of the University
of Georgia and began his career in the
utility industry, working with the
Georgia Statewide association of co-
operatives, the Georgia Electric Mem-
bership Corporation. From there, he
came to Colorado to take on the job of
running the CREA.

As executive director, he has helped
guide the CREA through exciting and
challenging times, as the needs of sup-
plying energy to Colorado homes and
businesses has grown exponentially. He
has been a leader and an innovator. His
work has earned him awards and acco-
lades, not to mention the many people
who call him friend. I can proudly say
that Ray is, indeed, my friend.

Since my election to Congress in
2004, I have had many occasions to call
upon Ray for advice and help as we
deal with the difficult energy issues
facing our State and our Nation. I al-
ways knew that Ray would tell it like
it is and that his years of experience
would be of great benefit to me as we
in Congress wrestled with ensuring
that our constituents had access to a
reliable supply of electricity.

What I really want to say today is
thank you. Thank you for your years of
service. Thank you for your always ex-
cellent and sage advice, and more im-
portantly, thank you for your friend-
ship and for the kindness you have
shown me. Ray, I wish you the best in
your retirement.
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THE STATUE OF HELEN KELLER

(Mr. BONNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, in a few
minutes over in the Rotunda of the
United States Capitol, America will be
introduced to the newest statue to
grace this historic old building. The
statue is unlike any other. It’s not of a
man or a woman, of a general or a
President, but it’s a statue of a little
girl and how one person helped change
the world for the better.

Left deaf and blind from an illness in
her infancy, many saw Helen Keller as
a wild and disorderly little girl. For
Helen, she would see it very dif-
ferently. Fueled by a passion for inter-
action and a hunger for knowledge,
Helen Keller’s life is a tremendous ex-
ample of overcoming even the most
disabling of situations.

Her determination soon overpowered
her deafness, and her belief in herself
prevailed over her blindness. Her intel-
lectual cravings were but slightly in-
hibited by her disabilities. Helen
learned to communicate and interact
in a world that she would never see nor
hear; yet through her works, wisdom
and passion, Helen Keller still stands
not only as a symbol of hope and deter-
mination for the deaf and blind, but for
all of us who seek a more just and
peaceful world.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Alabama
are proud to bring one of our most be-
loved, favorite daughters to this grand
old building for the world to see and
know and hear.

———

HONORING SERGIO VELAZQUEZ

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of Hispanic Heritage Month,
and I would like to recognize Sergio
Velazquez, the publisher of Miniondas
Newspaper and Farandula USA.

Sergio is a Hispanic American who
has given so much to the Orange Coun-
ty community, exemplifying the prin-
ciples of this month.

Sergio immigrated to the United
States in 1961, and he established
Velazquez Publications Incorporated in
1975. Today, his newspapers have a
combined readership of over 100,000
people, and its focus is on politics, edu-
cation, sports, and entertainment.

As a small business owner, Sergio has
encouraged other entrepreneurs to seek
business opportunities, and he serves
as a board member on the Santa Ana
Merchants Association. He is also an
international first-place winner of the
Boat Racers International competition,
and he is a cancer survivor.

I'm very proud of Sergio’s achieve-
ments and his work in fostering suc-
cess in the Latino community.
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HONORING SPECIALIST JOSEPH
WHITE

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a fallen soldier from my
district, Specialist Joseph White from
Bellevue, Washington. Joseph, recently
married in 2009, was killed in action in
Afghanistan on September 24.

Joe’s mom talked about her son’s
dedication to his country in this way:
“Joe was not happy to be leaving his
bride to go to Afghanistan, but he did
not complain. Rather, he went with a
strong sense of duty and desire to
maintain freedom and safety for oth-
ers.”

This body, this House of Representa-
tives, this government and the people
of this country could not exist without
the dedication and sacrifice from the
soldiers that serve, soldiers like Joe;
soldiers who, above all else, want to
honor this country and those who have
gone before to protect our freedom and
the freedom of their families.

There is nothing we can say or do
that will take away the pain, the suf-
fering, and the sense of loss that the
family feels at the loss of their son Joe.
But Joe’s family must always remem-
ber, the memory of Specialist Joe
White will remain, we will never for-
get, and we will continue to honor his
sacrifice each day.

————
O 1015
MENTAL HEALTH PARITY

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I want
to implore my colleagues to support
the House reform bill with respect to
the mental health parity provisions.
The mental health provisions in the
House support complete coverage for
mental illness.

The AMA in the 1950s recognized al-
coholism as a disease. In the House
bill, we have full health care coverage
for alcoholism and substance abuse
coverage and for schizophrenia and all
biological mental health disorders. The
Senate doesn’t have those strong provi-
sions. I implore my colleagues to ac-
cede to the House with respect to these
provisions.

Suicide is the third leading cause of
death for young people 15 to 35. It is a
tragedy in this country that mental ill-
ness is the single leading cause of lost
workdays and lost days of quality of
life in this country.

It’s time that we treat mental illness
as the physical illness that it is.

——————

KEEP THE INTERNET OPEN AND
FAIR

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the Internet has been a pro-
found tool and resource of advanced
knowledge to connect families and
friends around the world. Internet
users and providers have improved
upon and utilized a free marketplace.
However, there is a real concern that
the new proposed ‘‘net neutrality’ reg-
ulations may undermine or stifle inno-
vation.

There is a time and a place for gov-
ernment to promote transparency in
the pursuit of good business practices.
However, the government and bureau-
cratic agencies should not needlessly
impose regulations when the cause for
concern is not justified. Before we
move forward with new regulations on
the Internet, we must weigh the con-
sequences. We need to ensure we do not
disrupt the necessary flexibility that
has led to a vibrant marketplace, one
which continues to foster new tech-
nology around the world, helping lib-
erate people of Afghanistan, Iraq, and
Iran.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

————

THE MAYO CLINIC: PROVIDING
HIGH-QUALITY CARE AT A LOW
COST

(Mr. WALZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I am proud
that this Congress has started tackling
the difficult issue of health care reform
in a real way. Already in this Congress,
we have passed legislation to provide
health insurance to millions of unin-
sured American children and to bring
our health care system into the 21st
century with new health information
technology.

In my district, the Mayo Clinic, in
particular, is a world-renowned med-
ical institution that has always been at
the forefront of efforts to reform and
improve our health care system. Mayo
has been a leader in providing high-
quality care at a low cost. As we move
forward on health care reform, we need
to acknowledge that our current sys-
tem rewards the quantity of procedures
but doesn’t account for quality of pa-
tient care. We can look to Mayo, which
has been lauded for its ability to
produce the highest patient satisfac-
tion with the lowest cost, and others
like it. Unfortunately, in our current
health care system, doctors are paid
per procedure, giving them no incen-
tive to coordinate care and determine
the best treatment regardless of cost.

I encourage President Obama and my
colleagues in this Congress to continue
to listen to places like the Mayo Clin-
ic, building on its incredible leadership
to improve the way we provide care to
all Americans.
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TAX DOLLARS ARE GOING UP IN
SMOKE—LITERALLY

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. REHBERG. Mr. Speaker, our tax
dollars are going up in smoke. And this
time where there’s smoke, there’s no
fire. Literally.

Bureaucrats in Washington, DC, plan
to spend $2.8 million for wildland fire
management right here in the District
of Columbia. The trouble is there
aren’t any wild lands in DC, let alone
wildfires.

Out West fires are a serious problem
that cost billions of dollars. Because of
poor forest management practices,
combined with the Rocky Mountain
pine beetle, fires are burning hotter
and larger than ever before.

Spending millions on fire manage-
ment in the District of Columbia is a
poke in the eye to the American tax-
payer and a slap in the face to the peo-
ple living in danger of real wildfires in
the Intermountain West like Montana.

Join me in extinguishing this waste-
ful use of so-called ‘‘stimulus” funds
once and for all.

———
WEST POINT RESOLUTION

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to congratulate the United
States Military Academy on its selec-
tion as the Best College in America for
2009 by Forbes Magazine. I ask that my
colleagues join me in cosponsoring H.
Res. 747 honoring West Point’s achieve-
ment.

I am proud to represent the Academy
at West Point. Since 1802 it has trained
and educated tens of thousands of
Army officers, including two Presi-
dents. In exchange for 5 years’ service,
the 1,000 cadets who graduate each year
are exposed to world-class professors, a
gorgeous campus, and, most impor-
tantly, a free education. U.S. News and
World Report named it the Best Public
Liberal Arts College, and it possesses a
top-ranked engineering program.
Eighty-eight Rhodes Scholars, 33 Mar-
shall Scholars, and 28 Truman Scholars
have graduated from West Point.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the op-
portunity to address this House and
ask my colleagues to cosponsor House
Resolution 747.

————
TRIBUTE TO LUCY BECKHAM

(Mr. BROWN of South Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to extend my
congratulations to Ms. Lucy Beckham
of Wando High School in Mount Pleas-
ant, South Carolina, on her selection
as South Carolina’s 2010 National Sec-
ondary Principal of the Year.

This distinction, presented by
MetLife and the National Association
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of Secondary School Principals, is a
most deserving recognition of her lead-
ership and dedication to the students
entrusted to her.

The National Principal of the Year
program began in 1993 and was estab-
lished to honor those education admin-
istrators that have set the highest ex-
amples for their peers. Ms. Beckham’s
contribution and sense of purpose ex-
tend beyond the campus of Wando to so
many areas, including her church and
numerous community activities.

I am certain that all of the faculty
and staff of Wando are proud to have
her at the helm. And as a grandparent
of a Wando student, speaking for all
the families of the greater Charleston
area, we congratulate her for being
number one at Wando and now being
number one in all America.

———

A CLEAN ENERGY ECONOMY

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, while we
consider what we can really do to re-
duce unemployment, I think we ought
to consider something Secretary Ste-
ven Chu, the Secretary of Energy, said
yesterday. He told us that China will
surpass or possibly has surpassed the
United States, not in the ability to do
low-wage manufacturing but to do
high-technology manufacturing, unless
we adopt an energy policy which will
jump-start a clean energy economy for
the United States and start bringing
those high-tech manufacturing jobs
home to the United States.

First Solar, a United States company
using United States technology, will be
building the largest solar plant but
building it in China with manufac-
turing there. Applied Materials, a high-
tech manufacturing company, an
American company, is developing
plants in China.

What Mr. Chu told us, Secretary Chu,
is that we need to adopt the clean en-
ergy bill now pending in the Senate.
This is the ticket out of this recession.
This is how we’re going to decrease un-
employment. We urge the Senate to get
moving on this bill.

————
AFGHANISTAN/PAKISTAN AID

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, day in and
day out our soldiers in Afghanistan are
fighting a resurgent Taliban that di-
rects its activities out of the lawless
regions of Pakistan. They are fighting
bravely but are consistently under-
mined by the poor direction of re-
sources meant to aid Afghanistan and
Pakistan.

It is deeply disturbing to hear that
the Taliban are successfully diverting
our own U.S. aid money to fund their
insurgency. According to recent re-
ports from GlobalPost, the Taliban has
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